FATHERS AND CHILDREN
instead of bringing out the apologies and com-
pliments he had learned by heart beforehand,
he muttered some absurdity about Evdoksya
Kukshin having sent him to inquire after Anna
Sergyevna's health, and Arkady Nicolaevitch's
too, having always spoken to him in the highest
terms. ... At this point he faltered and lost his
presence of mind so completely that he sat down
on his own hat However, since no one turned
him out, and Anna Sergyevna even presented
him to her aunt and her sister, he soon recovered
himself and began to chatter volubly. The
introduction of the commonplace is often an
advantagein life; it relieves over-strained tension,
and sobers too self-confident or self-sacrificing
emotions by recalling its close kinship with them.
With Sitnikov's appearance everything became
somehow duller and simpler ; they all even ate
a more solid supper, and retired to bed half-an-
hour earlier than usual
* I might now repeat to you/ said Arkady, as
he lay down in bed, to Bazarov, who was also
undressing, what you once said to me, ' Why are
you so melancholy ? One would think you had
fulfilled some sacred duty/ For some time past
a sort of pretence of free-and-easy banter had
sprung up between the two young men, which
is always an unmistakable sign of secret dis-
pleasure or unexpressed suspicions.
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